State of the Trails – Notes from INTC Meeting  June 2011
Spokane Centennial Trail – Kaye Turner Executive Director

National Trail Designation 

Projects are in the works to improve the safety of the Centennial Trail.

A parking lot is being built at the end of Marengo Drive.

Negotiations are underway to route the CT under the bridge at Argonne.

Consultants are working on a solution to crossing Mission by underpass or overpass. 

Kendal Yards (Greenstone) will be building a trail along the Bluff that will connect under the Monroe Street Bridge. 

Join Friends of the Centennial Trail between June 1 – July 15th and be entered into a drawing to win a $600 Trek bike.

For more news see:

http://www.spokanecentennialtrail.org/Page/News.aspx and http://www.spokanecentennialtrail.org/Page/Trail-Builders.aspx
Spokane Parks and Recreation  Mike Aho

Beacon Hill – unfortunately did not get the Conservation Futures they hoped for.

Trail Work is scheduled to rework the trail by the sandpit away from the fall line – straight down. 
There is a proposal for a private concessionaire that would run a shuttle for mountain bikers up the hill and would, as part of the contract, do maintenance work on the trail system. 

The Merkle Trail is being reconstructed because of an issue with the cemetery about property lines. Negociations are underway for a possible easement. 

There will be a trail run on the Merkle Trail on August 27th and will be posted at http://www.spokaneparks.org


City of Spokane Valley Bike and Pedestrian Plan 
Mike Basinger – Sr. Planner City of Spokane Valley

Spokane Valley because of low traffic and low speeds and wide roads is ideal for a Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan. Stimulus money encourages multi-modal transportation.

Planning includes Bike Boulevards, sharrows and bike lanes. A variety of these will be used to link north to South, connect to the Centennial Trail and to the Sprague Commercial Corridor. Plans include two multi-use trails, one from Spokane Community College to Spokane Valley Mall and another from Sullivan Road to Liberty Lake. There is a focus on providing safe routes to school and ADA access. 

http://www.spokanevalley.org/content/124/938/210/948/1216/1297.aspx
Washington Trails Association  Laurie Fleming  Trail Volunteer
Work is being done in Spring and Fall at Iller Creek Conservation Area and at Liberty Lake County Park by volunteers who are being safe, having fun and getting lots of work done putting in new tread, improving trail drainage by building turnpikes with rocks.

There is also a work project planned for Mt. Spokane to reroute Trail 100 for mountain bikers and hikers. They will also be constructing a new footbridge. There will be a 3 day camp and work party at Bead Lake using kayaks and canoes as transport. 
In the summer months work has been done in the Salmo-Priest Wilderness Area on trails at Thunder Mountain, Crowell Ridge and the Shedroof Divide. This year they will be working in the Salmo Basin. Turnpikes replace wood structures that are rotting; trees are cleared from trails using only hand tools.

http://www.wta.org/volunteer/trail-work-parties
Ferry County Rail Trail   Bob Whittaker

This has been a wet year and flooding has been a problem with some washouts. Requests have been made to the State for help. Ferry County hopes to win a Transportation Enhancement (TE) Grant to deck the 700+ foot trestle at the north end of Curlew Lake and add crushed rock to improve the trail along the lake. Also hoping for donations from a lumber company. Cost estimate is $100,000. Trail surface is paved for 2 miles the rest is railroad ballast. It varies from chunky to packed so boots are best. If you like a rough ride bring a mountain bike. Cross country skiing is possible in winter. Goal for the future is to improve the tread for bicycles and horses. There is a challenge to the non-motorized designation using ADA interpretation to allow ATV use. The Ferry County Rail 
Trail has the possibility of connecting with a rail trial system in 
Canada...maybe the first international rail trail.
http://www.ferrycountyrailtrail.com/
Camp Sekani Day – Erika Prins

Sat., July 9th, 9 am - 3 pm

Fun Day at Camp Sekani sponsored by Spokane Parks and Recreation and Inland Northwest Trails Coalition. Participants will have the opportunity to try a variety of outdoor sports in one day for a single $9 entry fee. Adults and children of all ages and skill levels are invited to attend Sekani Adventure Day. Stand-up paddling, canoeing, archery, geocaching and approximately six other activities will be available at stations staffed with experienced instructors who will adjust small-group instruction to participant skill level. Participants are encouraged to bring their own mountain bicycle and helmet; all other gear will be provided by local organizations and vendors. Contact Ryan Griffith 509-625-6246 or email rgriffith@spokanecity.org
http://sekaniadventureday.wordpress.com/
Inland Empire Chapter of Backcountry Horsemen’s Association   Ken Carmichael

Rustler’s Gulch (West branch of the Little Spokane River Wildlife Area) is under development as a public recreation area by Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. There is a Trail head on the west side and plans for an east side entry. 

Riverside State Park received a Wal-Mart Grant that provided technical assistance to reroute and repair trails. There is a plan to re-route trail 25 around the ORV area. 

The Equestrian area (where the old Trail Town stables used to be on the west side of the river) is being developed for equestrian camping. Mt. Spokane Facility Plan includes a Trail Plan. They are creating a 40 page Trail Guide that will include maps. Also will be getting new signage for trails. 
http://mountspokane.org/trailplan.html
Fish Lake Trail  report by Dan Schaeffer

Washington DOT has abandoned the plan that would have used 1.5 miles of the trail as an arterial. The only impact will be a short section from 16th Ave. along Lindeke to I-90,

Vandalism destroyed the mural partly funded by an REI Grant and trail advocates. Plans are being developed to try it again. 
The section of trail from Scribner Road to Fish lake will require two bridges to cross over active railroad lines. This Phase 3 project is $4 million. The city is pursuing $1.6 million from the state. The project will require $4-6 hundred thousand in local funds, which could be public or private. It would be helpful if Fish Lake advocates contact the Spokane Parks Department and ask to make the trail a priority and pursue a Recreation and Conservation Office Grant to match the Federal Grant. 

Taylor Bressler Park Planning/Project Manager 509.363.5425 tbressler@spokanecity.org

Discovery Pass

 Beginning July 1, visitors will be required to display a Discover Pass on their vehicles to access Washington state parks and state recreation lands managed by the Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). A bill creating the Discover Pass was passed by the 2011 Legislature and has been signed into law by the Governor. 

Revenue from the Discover Pass is needed to make up the loss of general fund money that historically has been available for recreation on state lands. As a response to the state budget crisis, budget proposals for the next two years include almost no general fund dollars for recreation on state lands. To ensure the public may continue to enjoy these recreation lands, the state must shift from relying on tax revenue from the general fund to a user-pay approach to pay for recreation. 

The three agencies are working together to provide one pass for access to nearly 7 million acres of state-managed recreation lands, including parks, campgrounds, wildlife areas, trails, trailheads, heritage sites, natural and wilderness areas and water-access sites. 

Following are some questions and answers about the Discover Pass. For more information, visit www.discoverpass.wa.gov or call toll free (866) 320-9933. 

Q. How much does the Discover Pass cost? 
A. The Discover Pass costs $30 per vehicle per year or $10 per vehicle for a day-use pass. Dealer and transaction fees may apply. Dealer fee is $2 per annual pass or $.50 for the day pass; transaction fee is 10 percent of the cost of the pass. The annual pass is good for one year from the purchase date. 

Q. Where can I purchase a daily or annual pass? 
A. You have several options for purchasing a pass: 

1. In person at nearly 600 sporting goods or other retail stores that sell hunting and fishing licenses. 

2. Online through WDFW’s online recreational licensing system. Visit online at www.discoverpass.wa.gov 

3. By phone. Call toll free (866) 320-9933. 

4. When you renew your vehicle license. Beginning in fall 2011, you will be able to purchase a pass when renewing a vehicle license through the Washington State Department of Licensing. 

Q. Can we just purchase one Discover Pass and share it among our vehicles? 
A. No. You will need the pass for each street-legal vehicle you intend to use to access state land. 

Q. If I am gathering mushrooms, berries or firewood for my personal use or doing other dispersed recreation activities such as geocaching, driving forest roads, bird watching, etc., do I still need to purchase an access pass? 
A. Yes. All street-licensed vehicles will need a Discover Pass to access state recreation lands managed by the agencies, regardless of the type of activity or use. 

Q. What is the penalty for not having a Discover Pass on my vehicle? 
A. The penalty is $99. This penalty is reduced to $59 if an individual provides proof of purchase of the Discover Pass to the court within 15 days after the notice of violation. 

Q: Will I need a Discover Pass to drive on ocean beaches for clam digging or other recreation? 
A: You will not need a Discover Pass to access the beach or to drive or park on the beach. However, you will need a Discover Pass to park in any developed State Parks parking areas upland from the beach. 

Exemptions to the Discover Pass requirement 
Your purchase helps to maintain state recreation lands; however, the following are exempt from needing a Discover Pass. 

(Please note that even though the following are exempt from the pass requirement, when you purchase your pass you are helping to maintain and operate state recreation lands. You also can help by continuing to donate to Washington State Parks when you register a vehicle through the state Department of Licensing.) 

Q. Can volunteers obtain a complimentary Discover Pass? 
A. Yes. Volunteers who work 24 hours on agency-approved projects can earn a complimentary annual pass. Each agency must provide vouchers to volunteers, recording the number of hours they worked on each project. Volunteers can redeem the voucher for the annual Discover Pass. The three agencies are currently developing the details of the complimentary Discover Pass, such as where and how volunteers get vouchers, what constitutes an agency-approved project and where people can go to redeem their vouchers. 

Q. Do I need a Discover Pass when I camp or rent overnight accommodations in a state park? 
A. No. If you are camping or renting overnight accommodations, including vacation houses, environmental learning centers, yurts and cabins, you will not need a Discover Pass for access to the park where you are renting your accommodations, for the duration of your stay. If you visit other state parks in the area or other state recreation lands managed by WDFW or DNR, you need a Discover Pass. 

Q. Will disabled veterans and other State Parks pass holders need to purchase the pass? 
A. Qualified disabled veterans and other pass holders will not need to purchase a Discover Pass for access to Washington state parks, but they will need to purchase the pass for access to lands managed by WDFW and DNR. 

Q. Do I need a Discover Pass for state recreational boat launches and water-access sites? A. That depends on the lands and the license or permit you already hold. Anyone who has purchased a Natural Investment Permit for State Parks watercraft launch sites, will not need a Discover Pass to launch from a State Parks boat launch. However, Natural Investment Permit holders will need the Discover Pass at boat launches managed by DNR and WDFW. 

Q. Do I need a Discover Pass if I have a Sno-Park seasonal permit? A. No. You will not need to purchase a Discover Pass to use a designated Sno-Park between Nov. 1 and March 31 for winter recreation activities. However, your Sno-Park permit may not be used to access other state recreation lands. 
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